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The Dr. Neera Desai Memorial Library

Dr. Neera Desai was involved with SPARROW long before it
was registered as a Trust in 1988. The founder of India's
first Women's Studies research institution, SNDT's Research
Centre for Women’s Studies, Dr. Neera Desai was a
passionate advocate for women's history and the
preservation of the records necessary to write that history.

After many years of discussion and efforts to find a
university willing to develop a Women’s Archives, Dr. CS
Lakshmi, with the help and support of Dr. Neera Desai and
Dr. Maithreyi Krishna Raj, conceived of SPARROW (Sound
and Picture Archives for Research on Women). The plan to
develop a women’s archives that would house visual,
audio, and print materials about Indian women was not
consistent with the 1980s emphasis on development as a
means of addressing women’s issues. Dr. Neera Desai,
however, was fully aware that knowledge about women’s
lives and experiences was important not only to enrich our
understanding of women’s history but also to guide public
policy decisions.




She became one of the founder trustees of SPARROW in
1988 and became an enthusiastic champion of SPARROW
projects. This meant participating in fund-raising events,
such as the 1992 Painting Exhibition, sharing stories from
her youth at the 1994 workshop on Communal Harmony,
and monitoring projects. Until the last days of her
life, Neera Desai helped guide and inspire SPARROW.
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To commemorate her work with SPARROW and honour her
contribution, the Trustees of SPARROW, Dr. C S Lakshmi,
Dr. Maithreyi Krishna Raj, Dr. Divya Pandey, Dr. Roshan G
Shahani, Dr. Usha Thakkar,and Dr. Shoba Venkatesh
Ghosh, passed a resolution on July 24, 2009 to name the
library at SPARROW The Dr. Neera Desai Memorial Library.

To make a contribution to The Dr. Neera Desai Memorial
Library, please fill out the following form and send it along
with your check made out to SINGH Foundation (with
SPARROW in the memo section) to the following address:

Dr. Geraldine Forbes, 308 Cooper Lane, Dewitt, NY, 13214.
Tel 315-446-3997. She will forward the checks to the SINGH
Foundation and the forms to SPARROW.

E-mail: ghforbes@gmail.com ;
Geraldine.forbes@oswego.edu

Donations sent through SINGH Foundation will qualify for a
tax deduction in the US.




PAYMENT FORM

Enclosed is a cheque for as a donation to SPARROW (Sound & Picture Archives For Research
On Women) as a memorial contribution to The Neera Desai Memorial Library at SPARROW.

Name (PLEASE PRINT ):

Address:

E-mail address:

Name of Bank:

Signature:



